Third Grade Soils Class Lesson Plan

What is the difference between dirt and soil?  Dirt is what gets on your clothes and under your fingernails.  Soil is the surface layer of the earth or the ground beneath your feet.  Or to simplify—****dirt is under your fingernails and soil is under your feet.****

Why is it important to conserve our soil?  Do the earth as an apple demonstration (Attachment 1)

Read secrets buried under the ground (Attachment 2)

Show 3rd attachment (pie chart showing composition of soil).   ****Half of soil is air and water.  The other half is broken rock, decaying plants and decaying animals.****
Show attachment 4 -- the ideal soil profile horizons.  Soil is made up of distinct layers, called horizons. Each layer has its own characteristics that make it different from all of the other layers. These characteristics play a very important role in what the soil is used for and why it is important.
O HORIZON- This is the top layer of soil that is made up of living and decomposed materials like leaves, plants, and bugs. This layer is very thin and is usually pretty dark.
A HORIZON- This is the layer that we call "topsoil" and it is located just below the O Horizon. This layer is made up of minerals and decomposed organic matter and it is also very dark in color. This is the layer that many plants roots grow in.
B HORIZON- This is the layer that we call "subsoil" and it is located just below the A Horizon. This layer has clay and mineral deposits and less organic materials than the layers above it. This layer is also lighter in color than the layers above it.
C HORIZON- This is the layer that we call "regolith" and it is located just below the B Horizon. This layer is made up of slightly unbroken rock and only a little bit of organic material is found here. Plant roots are not found in this layer.
R HORIZON – This is the layer we call bedrock.

Show Attachment 5 – chart showing size of gravel, sand, silt and clay).  Soil comes in 3 sizes—large, medium and small or sand, silt and clay.  Salt can be compared with sand-size soil particles.  Sugar can be compared with silt-sized soil particles and flour can be compared with clay-size particles.  Ask for a classroom volunteer to come stand next to you for a demonstration.  We are going to demonstrate to you the pore space between the different particle sizes of soil.  Both you and student stand next to each other with your arms stretched out so your fingertips touch.  Sand particles have a large pore space between them, so water can flow quickly through sand.  The problem here is that not much water is absorbed.  Now you and student will but your hand on your hip so your elbows touch.  Silt particles have a little less pore space between them than the sand so water does not pass nearly as quickly through the pores and more water can be absorbed.  Now you and student will stand shoulder to shoulder with no space between you.  Clay particles are close together, so water does not move quickly here at all.  As a matter of fact, clay tends to become water-logged.   Student can have a seat now.   
Show attachment 6 soil textural triangle.  Soil is generally a combination of all  3 particle sizes.  Scientist use a soil textural triangle to determine the type of soil based on the percentage of sand, silt and clay.  ****A loam is the best type of soil for growing plants.  It has just the right mixture of sand, silt and clay for water movement and absorption.****  Use your finger to follow the lines on the textural triangle for the loam in the yellow box.  So you see here that a loam is about 20 percent clay, 40 percent sand and 40 percent silt.  
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