MINERAL LAB

Get a mineral test kit, record sheet and choose a mineral to identify. Go through the following steps and record your answers on your record sheet.  Check your answer on the back side of your record sheet.  If you have time, return your mineral to the box and select another one to identify. 

A.  Color
[image: https://static.abcteach.com/content_preview/p/primary_reference_colors_p.jpg] Look at your mineral.  What colors do you see?  Record your answer on your record sheet under color. 
Note:  Color is the least reliable property for identification. 



A. Luster:  Look at your mineral again.  How does it reflect light.  Look at the pictures below to determine the luster:
 [image: http://images.slideplayer.com/32/9843058/slides/slide_7.jpg]      [image: https://d2gne97vdumgn3.cloudfront.net/api/file/vcmKMLnTSga662cUy5jI]
1. Is it metallic (shiny and gold or silver color) if so write metallic on your answer sheet under luster.  If not, go to #2   

2. Is it non-metallic (does not look like metal in color but still may be shiny).  Non-metallic includes:
  Pearly	     Vitreous	   Resinous          Silky             Earthy (dull)  
3. Streak:  Take your mineral and draw a line on either the white porcelain streak plate or the black porcelain streak plate.  What color is the streak?  Record your answer on your record sheet under streak
[image: https://fthmb.tqn.com/Mwy4nzXue-3v46SkaSa_K2KiZPQ=/768x0/filters:no_upscale()/sbsminid5-58b59f3f5f9b58604687a2fd.jpg]

4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Hardness:  A mineral’s hardness is its resistance to scratching.
1.  Fingernail – 2.5 Use your fingernail and try to scratch the mineral
2. Penny – 3.0 If your fingernail doesn’t scratch it, use the penny
3. Nail – 5.0  If the penny doesn’t scratch it, try the nail
4. Glass – 5.6 If the nail doesn’t scratch it, try the glass plate
5. Streak plate – 7.5 If the glass plate doesn’t scratch it, try the streak plate
6. If none of these scratch it, list the hardness at 8 – 10
7. Record your answer on the record sheet under hardness
[image: http://vhmsscience.weebly.com/uploads/1/2/7/6/12762866/4074471_orig.jpg]
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* Minerals with a nonmetallic luster are
described by many adjectives.

Vitreous/ Glassy
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Mohs’ Hardness Scale

Soft: Hard:
Leaves mark or gets grooved Scratches other stuff

Fingernail 2.4

Penny 3.0

Nail 5.0

The Harder one scratches the Softer one

(If your mineral scratches the other, the mineral is harder)

Glass Plate 5.6

(If your mineral is scratched by the other, the mineral is softer)

Streak Plate 7.5





